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Embracing queer culture
McMaster community breaking boundaries for queer students
NATALIE TIMPERIO

SENIOR INSIDEOUT EDITOR

“Be who you are and say what you
feel, because those who mind don’t
matter, and those who matter don’t
mind”. These may just be some
of the most unforgettable words
to have ever been recorded by the
children’s book maestro himself,
American writer and cartoonist
Theodor Seuss Geisel (or, as he is
better known, Dr. Seuss).
Though merely a childhood memory for most, perhaps
these words are not so irrelevant
from where we stand today, as
young adults in the wonderful
world of university.
I’m sure most of us have
heard on multiple occasions that
the years spent in university are
to be the best of our lives.
Of course, university is a place
f u l l

of endless possibilities. It’s a time
when we shed those high school
hang-ups that dictated our very existence once-upon-a-time. Usually,
all gives way to sexual inhibitions.
Nowadays there seems to
be a growing acceptance of queer
students within the McMaster community whereas not long ago, in
the late 1990’s for example, homophobia was quite prevalent. Often, queer people were subjected to
blatant discrimination on our very
own McMaster campus.
No, kids, you haven’t entered the Twilight Zone. This is
fact. Shocking but true, homophobia was quite prevalent in the 90’s
and most often depicted through
regular acts of hate crimes and
threats. However, this once discriminatory environment for queer
students is no longer the case, or,
at the very least, not to the degree
it once was.
Tabatha Fernandez-Sardina Bradley, Coordinator of the
Queer Students Community Centre (QSCC), explains
that “our mode r n

society has moved further towards
tolerance...I ﬁnd that in many cases, students are more open now
than ever before...I’ve seen a pretty
drastic increase in the number of
‘coming outs’ that happen at an
earlier age, which means that more
people are feeling more comfortable with themselves and their environments. That’s always really
positive.”
QSCC, as part of the McMaster Students Union (MSU), caters to students who identify as gay,
lesbian, bisexual, or transgendered
as well as those who recognize
themselves as straight.
Encouraging a tolerant
environment for queer students,
Bradley notes that QSCC “tries to
contribute in as many ways as possible: ﬁrst, through setting a positive example...[second] through
a large roster of [services such
as] our queer library...Newcomers Meetings...social events...[and]
thirdly, we advocate for the rights
of queer students at Mac, and handle incident report claims should an
instance of phobia arise. By utilizing a three-pronged approach, the
QSCC seeks to make
M c -

Master’s campus safe for all people.”
For ﬁrst year students in
particular, university is often a time
in which queer students are able
to express their sexual orientation
such as never before. University is,
indeed, an opportune time to come
out. It’s a time in which self-expression is very much valued and,
in fact, encouraged. The expressing
of your own ideas and emotions
suggests who you are as an individual.
We can easily see the diversity of people by simply walking through the student centre in
which there time and time again
exists banners and other related
promotional advertising for a number of clubs, groups, and the like
geared towards all types of students
and people.
As Bradley says, “University is, for most people, the ﬁrst
time away from mom and dad for
most prolonged periods of time.
Without watchful parental eyes,
students are often free to experience freedom and
truly become the
individuals
they

wish to make themselves into. Consequently, it’s also an immensely
popular time for students to begin
exploring and questioning their
sexual orientation or gender presentation.”
Brad Dunn, a second year
Theatre and Film student, discusses
his experience of ‘coming out’. At
the age of 16, while still in high
school, he began to come out to
close friends, and, eventually, his
parents. It wasn’t till after high
school, however, that Dunn was
able to completely break through.
Dunn admits that his ﬁrst
year experience was fantastic, a
time in which he began to meet
many new people, including
queer students. “It really
kind of helped me come
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