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Arts community
matters at McMaster
Natalie Timperio

Senior InsideOut Editor

The week of Feb. 27 to March 2 marked McMaster’s annual celebration of Arts Matter
Week. Organized by the McMaster Humanities Society (MHS) and the faculty of Humanities, the Week provided an opportunity
for McMaster students to showcase some of
its musical and artistic talents.
The week began with a wine and cheese
reception, where students and professors
alike came together to enjoy music and art.
Some of the events that followed included
Open Mic Night as Westdale’s My Dog Joe’s
and a multimedia exhibit in Lyons Media
Centre. The Week was wrapped up with a
TwelvEighty pub night.
The Week “was an overwhelming success,” said Lisa Bifano, President of the
MHS. “We surpassed our expectations and
made history as the most successful Arts
Matter Week the MHS has ever organized.”
While the Week concluded on a formidable
note, celebrating McMaster’s art scene need
not end with Arts Matter Week.
“The arts at McMaster are so diverse.
With a variety of musical, theatrical and literary groups, students from all disciplines are
able to appreciate and immerse themselves
in a pool of knowledge and sensory experience,” Bifano said.
The arts provide an experience like none
other at Mac. The creative nature of the arts
presents students with a unique yet collective
experience. “The arts scene helps to foster a
sense of community. Plays, concert, exhibits
all bring people together in order to appreci-
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The Wednesday night event discussed the global fresh water crisis.

Mac students celebrate
first annual water week
Cassandra Jeffery

Assistant InsideOut Editor

The startling documentary Blue Gold was
screened on the McMaster campus on March
5 as an attempt to spark the interest of our
student body on world water crises.
The first official event of McMaster’s
Water Awareness Week (WAW) was followed
by a discussion period by representatives of
a number of student-run organizations, including Hamilton Students for Social Justice, Global Citizenship Planning Committee,
Paws@Mac and the McMaster Water Initiative.
The documentary Blue Gold illustrated
the horrible reality of the globe’s corrupt
water industries. Water, a basic human necessity, is stripped away from those who need it
most, privatized by large corporations and redistributed at crippling prices.
Globally, Canada is a privileged country, yet along with privilege and a bountiful
supply of fresh water we have become blind
to the hardships others must endure just to
have safe drinking water.
Justine Schultes and her fellow committee members have rallied together in order to
bring water awareness to Mac students and
initiate a number of green movements, such
as wise water use, the banning of plastic bottles on campus and in the public sphere, steps
to recycling smart and the reorganization of
Hamilton as a Blue Community. McMaster’s
WAW offers a series of seminars, lectures and
presentations in order to educate students on
the global, national and provincial water discrepancies.
“It is vitally important that we as the next
generation recognize the issues surrounding
access to freshwater worldwide and how here
in Canada we may be impacted by the strain
on the world’s fresh water resources,” says
Schultes.
Although the water crisis falls into the
hands of everyone, it’s the younger and future
generations who will have to pay the consequences if this issue is not treated as priority.
“We need to recognize water as a human

right,” states Schultes. Aside from a human’s
vital need for water, our agricultural and fragile ecosystems also require uncontaminated
water in order survive and ultimately sustain
our lifestyle. If we can recognize water as
a basic human need, then, ideally, it would
be impossible to ignore such a fundamental
human right.
The WAW event on March 6 was the
“Blue Community Workshop,” held open to
Mac students who wished to participate in an
informal discussion on the water systems in
the Hamilton area.
Various issues were raised, such as the
need for greater stringencies to be placed
on our recycling system. Students often do
not take the time to properly recycle, which
includes rinsing and drying any recyclable
material thrown into the blue bin. Often, this
ignorance leads to contamination of the entire
unit of recyclables, meaning that most of it is
thrown out as waste.
Another issue raised in the WAW event
was the need for communication between
the Canadian government and our citizens.
Schultes and her committee facilitate discussion around the need for transparency in our
governmental affairs, especially when dealing with our water supply.
“A lot of things are being done to our
water systems without our knowledge,” says
Schultes. For example, the government has
been discussing the draining of Canadian
lakes to facilitate corporate use, and the CETA
trade bill in the works will allow the European Union to utilize our fresh water supply
as they wish. Schultes suggests that we need
to implement a national policy and have the
same water legislations for all provinces.
Water Awareness week will conclude on
Saturday, March 10 with a discussion panel at
the Global Citizenship Conference.
Prior to this date, several events will be
held as a way to bring the global and national
water crises to the forefront of student politics. If interested, students can check out
dates and times via the Facebook page of
Water Awareness Week 2012, McMaster University.

ate something common to us all,” explained
Bifano.
While we all may not possess artistic talents ourselves, be it the lack of oratory ability
or the lack of an imaginative mind, “everyone
can appreciate the arts, even if they are unskilled in it themselves.
They can come to watch, listen and look
to try to appreciate others’ talent, even if the
medium is completely foreign to that audience member.
Enjoyment of the arts is a commonality
between individuals ... which expands the
boundaries of human knowledge,” Bifano
added.
McMaster’s arts community allows students a healthy getaway from the trials of
higher education while still providing an opportunity for students to learn in a way that,
arguably, cannot be done in a formal school
setting.
“The arts help students to not only appreciate the entertainment value but to challenge oneself to think deeper and determine a
greater significance,” Bifano said.
The arts are also responsible for fostering
a certain culture at Mac. Where diversity of
education may at times be lacking in our dayto-day, school- and work-run lives, McMaster
offers a niche for a variety of thoughts as well
as experiences to take form.
Far from having run its course with the
conclusion of Arts Matter Week, the arts scene
at McMaster is sure to thrive in coming years.
“I look forward to continuing these types of
initiatives next year. I would love to see even
greater participation and collaboration within
the faculty of Humanities,” Bifano said.

