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There’s a lot of misconcep-
tions around genetically mod-
ified food, and we are here to 
clear those up.
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Hands were shaken, high-fives 
were exchanged, backs were 
patted. It was finally over. Libya 
was free. The West saw through a 
regime change in the Middle East 
and did not mess it up. We watched 
Muammar Gaddafi’s 43-year reign 
be reduced to a grainy image of a 
battered man. We watched the Na-
tional Transitional Council leader, 
Mustafa Abdel Jalil, declare Libya 
liberated.  
 We did it.
 And then we watched Jalil de-
clare the new Libya, “as a Muslim 
nation have taken Islamic sharia as 
the source of legislation.”
 The Western reaction was palp-
able. Libya went from being the 
global standard for intervention 
practice success and newfound 
regional ally to pariah and potential 
enemy, all in a word: sharia.
 It begs the question: what 
exactly did everyone think was 
going to happen?
 There is perception amongst 
the Western media that is decidedly 
American, but can trace its routes to 
European colonialism, that a freed 
country will – and should – con-
form to Western standards upon its 
liberation. It’s the perception that 
Libyans should have been sporting 
red and white pants and star-span-
gled hats, launching fireworks in 
the streets, belting out the Monday 
Night Football Theme and quoting 
Thomas Jefferson. It’s the percep-
tion that a nation with the chance 
to choose a new constitution and a 
new system of governance would 
automatically choose the Western 
way.  
 These perceptions speak to the 
great ignorance of the West. The 
reality is that much of the world 
outside of the West, particularly 
the growing economic areas in 

Asia, South America and Africa, as 
well as the Middle East, view the 
Western world as a dying civiliza-
tion. The West is clearly losing its 
grip on the seat of military or polit-
ical power, and the recent financial 
crisis has highlighted the perils of 
western capitalism. When look-
ing at it from that perspective, who 
would want to emulate the West?
 There are some legitimate 
concerns with a nation building 
its constitution around sharia law. 
Sharia property and family laws are 
decidedly discriminatory against 
women, it condemns homosexual-
ity and, if taken too literally, sup-

ports archaic forms of punishment 
such as flogging. When sharia law 
is discussed in the West, the focus 
is on these negative aspects.
 However, a society based 
around sharia law can still function 
in the 21st century. Egypt’s consti-
tution cites sharia law as the main 
source of legislation and maintains 
a high degree of secularism in both 
its laws and its societies. It is far 
more likely that Libya will take 
after Egypt’s approach to sharia law 
than Saudi Arabia’s.
 It is too soon forgotten that 
Western laws are largely based on 
the Catholic Church and Christi-

anity’s Ten Commandments. In 
fact, the commandments are de-
picted on the U.S. Supreme Court 
building, the house of Western 
law. Furthermore, we come from a 
region that took hundreds of years 
to legally recognize the equaliza-
tion of women’s, religious, and race 
rights, and we continue to struggle 
to uphold equality on a daily basis.
 And we have the gall to oppose 
a system laws of a newly liberated 
country that is based on the religion 
of 97 per cent of their population on 
the basis that it might be too con-
servative for our liking? Shame on 
us.

Sharia law’s mirrored flaws

Jalil is bringing Libya to a new age under sharia law, and the West is getting uncomfortable.
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The internet has opened up entirely new avenues to fame for those of us extremely undeserving of it.
JOY SANTIAGO / MULTIMEDIA EDITOR

Natalie Timperio
InsideOut Editor

YouTube, how do I love thee? Let me count the ways. 
 Like any technologically adept person, I value YouTube 
for its many uses. I’ve bookmarked the site on Firefox and 
frequent it most often to watch beauty tutorials. Ladies, and 
perhaps gentlemen, there is quite possibly no better (and free) 
forum in which to perfect those sought-after hairdos and 
makeup looks—it’s like having an at-home beauty consult-
ant free of charge, which is especially beneficial for penny-
pinching students. 
 Sometimes, on the rare but notable occasion, I’m even 
overcome by a stroke of studiousness (or possibly hopeless-
ness over that looming midterm) and use YouTube to watch 
news clips capturing significant moments in history or current 
international affairs. Of course, I do enjoy a cats-doing-cute-
things video from time to time as well.
 With the exception of watching cute kitty videos, I do 
use the site primarily as an information source. Its usefulness 
has been proven time and time again. In fact, I’m unsure as 
to how the world functioned prior to the advent of Youtube.  
After all, where else can you learn to beautify both your outer 
and inner being without ever having to leave your computer?
 But when the world in which I live has deemed shows 
like Epic Meal Time worthy of being called entertainment, I 
wonder even more how the world functioned prior to. To say 
the least, I’d say we were far more intelligent, to confirm my 
grandparents’ rants on today’s generation.
 Up until last week, I’d taken no interest in these and many 
other YouTube divas. Though upon Epic Meal Time’s tour 
stop at TwelvEighty Friday Oct. 21, my curiosity at last took 
flight. 
 Despite whisperings of an awful performance, as a fairly 
well educated individual I’ve learnt to set aside all prior 
judgements before devising one of my own. And now, after 
having watched Epic Meal Time’s “best of” on Youtube, I can 
at last say that I see the value in vegetarianism.  The whisper-
ings heard around McMaster campus were proven quite true. 
 Epic Meal Time’s celebrity status on YouTube leaves me 
questioning what we, as blooming adults, value in today’s 

day and age. Since when is compiling grotesque and gargan-
tuan meals of fatty foods considered entertainment? Goliath-
sized, obesity-inducing platters of meat slapped together by 
a sorry group of macho men, and I use the word men gener-
ously here, is hardly deserving of being called entertainment, 
much less deserving of a tour. 
  Let’s put things in to perspective: my five year-old broth-
er, who has just recently entered senior kindergarten, finds 
it quite humorous to mash different foods together, like hot 
dogs, macaroni and cheese—you get the picture, I’m sure. 
Even at his age I see him quickly growing out of this pastime, 
however. 
 How old are the men of Epic Meal Time? Though I do not 
doubt that their birth certificates indicate clearly that they are 
well over the age of five, their performances say otherwise.
 Yet, by endorsing Epic Meal Time and other YouTube 
divas by, say, subscribing to their channels, we’ve somehow 

placed value, at least to a degree, on nonsensical diversions. 
 I fully understand wanting and needing to momentarily 
escape life’s burdens by distracting ourselves with something 
that does not require “thinking” –as God knows we do enough 
of that in our lives already. Or do we? 
 In the case of Epic Meal Time, consider the amount of 
food it takes them to put on just one show. Consider the sexist 
innuendos embedded in their shows, or even outright spoken. 
I suppose years worth of education regarding hunger issues 
and gender equality, which are most often learnt in primary 
school, have no standing when it comes to YouTube divas. Or 
perhaps they do, we just choose to make the exception.
 It seems too easy to dismiss these and other similar values 
for the sake of quick-fix “entertainment”, especially when it’s 
truly just a click away. Though last time I checked, endorsing 
counter-values like gluttony and sexism were far from being 
okay—unless, of course, they’re popularized on YouTube. 


